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PREFACE. 



TiiK locality in wliicli this language is spoken is a 
mouutainou.s district called 'J\aita, about one hundred 
and twenty miles W.M.W. from Mombasa, East Africa, 
It consists of three mountains, which rise abruptly 
<nit of the plain to a height of 5000 to 7000 feet above 
the sea, viz. Teta or Dabida, Sagalla, and Kasigau, and 
is inhabited by a wild robber tribe numbering about 
40,000, who speak a number of different dialects. 

The origin of this tribe is rather interesting, and 
may go a good way to account for these different 
forms of speech. Tradition says they came from the 
surrounding countries, Mangea, TJsaxnbara, Pare, 
ITgweno, and Chaga ; and I would suggest that the 
emigrants were a few turbulent families, wlio were 
dissatisfied with tlieir own country, and that their 
love for plunder led them to seek new homes where 
they could carry out their pernicious inclinations 
v/ithout let or hindrauct^ This theory will help to 
account for liie fact of their having neither cliiof nor 
head, the only form of government being that of 
eiders, who really have no authority wliat(;ver, eacli 
village having its own set of elders. 

1'hat these dialects have existed side by side for 
many years is very apparent, and it seems likely they 
will continue to do so, as long as the^espective peoples 
exist, if one may judge from their great antipathy 
against usiiig each other's dialects. 
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For convenience I have divided tliese dialects into 
two heads, viz. Kiteta or Kidal)ida, and Kisagalla, 
the former being mucli more extensively spoken than 
the latter. 

The Sagalla dialect, whiclj forms the subject of 
this little work, is spoken by most of the })eople in- 
habiting the mountain of that name, and was col- 
lected by me d\iring my seven years' residence in 
that country as one of the Church Missionary Society's 
missionaries. 

This language, like the Swahili, comes from the 
great Bantu stock, but it is so nmch unlike the 
Swahili as to prevent the two people from nnderstand- 
ing each other at first ; yet any one having a know- 
ledge of the S\\:\Lili language jjo-.-^csses a golden key 
to the Taita lan^^maire. 

Thp: CoMi'iM:ii. 
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